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HANS I NE I C ILE ~ ancl PHLLIPP STOELLGER 

4. La nguagc a ncl T hco logy 

4. 1. Th co logy is n ma tt er or word s. lt prescn ts 
wo rcls abou t the \Vord, or cvc n ahout Gocl, )' et' it 
uses Ja nguage not onl y as an instr ument but a lso as 
a medi um , a nd t hu , we c1 n speak ol Ia ng uage as t he 
way of __. theo logy. Fo r 1h is renson theologv - if it 
is sel f- re!lec ti vc - n<?c<?ssari l}' involves a theory of 
bnguage t ha t must enco m pass bo th Iongu r and pn
role, Sc riplure and rc ligious langua gc, "the \Vord o f 
Gocl" ancl nrd inar y language. 

A significan t differc ncc exis ts, however, between 
rccciving guid ance from Sc ripture and receiving it 
fro m speech ( in using reli gio us language o r, espe
cia ll)', hea rin g th e __. kerygma , or th e " li ving wo rcl 
of rh e gospcl " ) - thar is , betwee n h~ i ng oriented to 
the signs in Sc ripl ure (and th eir referencc ancl __. 
mean in g) and foc using o n th e spoken language as in 
__. rh etoric (and it s effec ts, form s, and perfo r
ma nce) . Lingui stics rebtes to the i'orm er in text th e
o t·i es (see U. Eco and \\1. G. jeanrond ) and a lso in __. 
stru ctut·Jiism :111 cl classic analyt ic th eory. To the lat
ter, lingu isti cs rehlies via speech -act theory, __. prag
matism, and hermen eulies or rhetoric. 

Because __. religio n begin s with religious spcech, 
ancl grows ancl Ji ves by it as weil , issues :11·ise of 
"competence" and "performa n e." \~le can thu s see 
th at an o rientation in th eolog)' m erel)' to proposi
tion s mi sses th e clime nsions of perspectiviL)', th e 
mecl ia usecl , p ragmati cs, and facti cit)' (e .g. , the fa c
to t· of th e individual or thc actua l historictl horizon 
of one's pcrspective ), which Me clarified by he rme-
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nc uti cs, mcd ia th eo ry, pragnw li ngui stics , ;lll d ----> 
phenomenolog)'. Forth is reaso n both thc cb ssic ap
proachcs o l la nguagc, such a!> rhcto ri c aml hemle
neuti cs, and th c latc nr posttn udcrn approachcs, 
such as (new) pragmati sm, pos lslmctural ism, J nd 
posta nalytic sy mbo lth co r:•, an: hclpful fo r th colog1'. 

Lin gu ist ics in th co logy has di iTc rcnt li clds of ;.11 -

tcnti on : Scri ptu rc, rcl igious la nguagc, and th e va ri 
ous symbo lic lo rm s. 'J'h c basic elc n1cnt Im lh eolng)' 
is no t thc co ncep1 m tlt c tertn (as it is in cl ,1ss ic ana
lyti c theory) but th o: ----> mclap lt or (whi ch stands for 
tropcs gc nerall y), for rc li gious l;lnguagc, ;15 weil as 
the languagc of th colog)' (c.g., in its treJ iment of 
" in ca rn ation," " th e wo rd of thc cross," cvc n " jesus 
Chri st" ;:md "resu rrec ti on"), is basi ca ll y mclaphori c. 

4.2. Th c histo ry of th ese qlll:s t ions beg ins in 
hri st ia n lh eulogy with ----> ]csus preachi ng th e ----> 

ki ngdo m of God in pa rab lcs and 1vith Paul's 
main topic, th c----> cross. Ho lh a re kc)' mall ers I ----> 
excges is in a lin gui sti c pcrspcc tivc . Th e idea of a the
o logy ol langua ge ar ises from thc trad i1 io n of the 
prop hc1i c theolog)' of God 's Wo rd (ma rkcd by "1hus 
says th e Lord") . 

The Grec k traditi on is qu it e diffe rent , fo r i1 is di 
rec ted no t by a rcvca lcd-'> wo rd o f God but b)' the 
ratio nal Logos (1hus "lheulogy" fro m t h~os, "God," 
~nd Iogos, "word , thought, rcason") . 

Espcc ia lly in rcgard to Suipt ure, li nguisti cs is 
uscd in cxegesis as an instrument of tcx l ana lys is. 
The samc app li ca tio n occurs in th c analys is nf theo
logi caltex ts in palristi cs, th e myst ics, th e----> l~efo r 
malio n, and al l o thc rs. 

ßeg innin g wi th O ri gc n, 1h c jew ish-Jicll eni st ic 
exegesis of th c Scpluagi nl , the r·abbin ic schoo ls of 
thc ----> !vlaso rah, and pa t ri stic biblica l cxcges is all 
hacl lingui s1i c foundati ons. !\ pr·cmodc rn vcrs io n of 
lin gui sti cs (a nd herm eneu lics) was rhc lo ric, and 
thus we sce the rhcto rici an 1\ugus tine (35 .J - .J 30 ) 

dea lin g with th e mca ning of lil'c and of cvcrything 
by the basic d islin cti on ol - > sig n ( s i,~ nt nn ) and 
thin g (res). His th es is is tha t cvcr')' thi ng is sign ar 
least fo r God, who is th c fin al and ul1im a1c res (see 
De r/oc. Christ.). 

The mys 1ics, cspeciall y Meister Eckhardt , ]. Tau
ler, ancl Henry Suso, werc in novat ive fo r thcolog)' in 
the 1\ liddle 1\ges. Thcy uscd la nguage in invc ntivc 
ways, b tcr promptin g lin gu ist ic and semi otic r·e
sea rch on th eir usage (sec R. Ivia rgreit er and i\. M. 
Haas). 

M. Luth er's th eo lug)· o f languagc and th e rhe-
to ri ca l theology of P. ----> ivlela ncht ho n arc of cent ra l 
in teres t fo r ----> Prol es t<J nti sm (csp. in th e mys tica l 
~ nd hulllanis ti c lradi ti ons). Sin ce thc Lut hc r rcnais
sa nce ara und 1900, thcr havc bccn widely cx plored 
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by E. ßizer, G. Ebcli ng, 0. Ba )•e r, ]. Rin gkben, and 
oth ers. onnected 10 th is trad it ion is 1hc ''poelo
logical theu lugy" of H. Ti rn m , K. Hu izing, and 
G. Bader. 

Since Protesta nt theolog)' h.1s bccn or ient ed to 
Scriptu rc, cxcgctics is thco logica lly fundJme nlal, as 
we sec, for exa mpl e, ir1 R. ßu lt mann, E. I-u chs, G. v. 
Rad, and Hans Weder. Lingu isli cs has broadened the 
J iachronic historical-cri lica l mclhnd 10 indudc S)' ll 

chru ni c as pects a> weil, no tab ly in t he wo rk of 
K. ßc rge r, E. Güttge mann:,, II. Schweize r, and J. 13ar r. 

Bcs id c!> exege li cs,----> S)'Slemat ic thco logy and the 
-'> phi losophy of relig ion ha1·~ taken th e lingu ist ic 
turn , most clca rl )• so as thcy fo ll ow----> ana lytic phi
loso ph)' and pragmatism ( I. U. Da lfert h, ]. Track, 
H. Deusc r, D. z. Philli ps, V. Hr l.i mm er, II. Vroom, 
II. G. Hubbe li ng, and l\ 1. Saro t). Current devclop
men ts, howcver, arc o ri en ted also tu !>e miut ics, 
interpreta ti on th eo ry, th eo ry of ----> cul turc, phe
nomenology, pos tana lylic ph ilosop hy, an d post
structurali sm. Linguistics wi ll clca rl y re main ke)' for 
exege 1ics ~ n d one aspec l of the ph il osop hy uf reli
giu n, bul its ro le has been " ·idc ncd by the other ap
proaches 10 languagc curTcn tl y acl optcd in 1hcology. 
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Litany 

"Litany" (G k. litnn ein, "entrea ty"), a term fo r 
petitionary""' praye r, denotes a whole lit eraq ' genu s 
in the ~ history of religion in \vhi ch o ne 01' more 
petitions or invocations of persa ns or gods are pre
sented by one or several people, and th e other par
ticipants answer with a sc t rcfrain (e .g., Psa lm 136) . 
The Kyrie of the""' Mass is the relic o f a litan y. Th e 
All Sain ts Lil any isanother for m of th e ge nus, whi ch 
M. ~ Luth er ( 14 83-1546) used as th e basis of his 
Latin Litany ( 1529). 

Literacy 

in th e Roman Calho li c liturgy lil an ies <He sung 
on ce rtain occ~ s i o n s . Angl ica n churchcs (""' t\ ngli 
ca n Com munion ) havc a n cx icndcd lit any simil ar to 
Lut her's. T. ~ Cmn mer's ( 14 t;!,l - 1556 ) I itany of 154 '1 
wa s th e first se rvice to be introd uced in Englis h. The 
~Orthodox Church also uses lii a nies, ca ll cd eki enes 
(G k. ekrcneia, "ca rn csin css [in pr~yc r ["). 

~ Worship 

13ihliography: C. IoNES, G. \\' AIN\vRIGH 'I, E. YA!t NOLD, 
and P. ß n AilS HAW, cd s. , TIJL• Srudy n( I iturgy (rcv. cd.; 
London, 1992 ) · I. !\ . ] UNG~ I ANN, Thc t\1nss of tf!l' Ro
ntnn l~ir e (vo l. I; Ne"' Yo rk , 1951) 333--16 · E. C. 
RATC LJFF, "Thc Cho ir Onlces: Th e Lii any," l.irurgy aud 
Worsh ip (ed. W. K. L. Cb rke and C. 1-l arri s; Nc1v \'o rk, 
1933) 282 -87 • L. D. REFn, TIJ('L uthrrrrn LitursJ' (PhiLl 
dclphia, J94 7) • F. C. SENN, Clnisrirrn Litwgy: Ca tholic 
and El'angelicnl (1\ linn eapo lis, 1997 ) · R. F. TAFT, Tl1c 
Grcnr Entrnr1rc: A 1-listory of rite Tmns{c r o{ Gi{r; rriiJ/ 
Orher Prennaplwml I<i rcs of rlr c Lirurgy of Sr. }nhn 
Chrysostout (2d ed.; Romc , 1978) 3 11 -73 . 
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Literacy 

I . Agent s 
2. Met hods 
3. Literacy a nd th e Ecumeni ca l /VIoveme nt 

Acco rdin g to th e UNESCO "Mon it oring Repo rt on 
Edu cat ion f'o r All " (Oc tober 200 1), ne~ rl y 900 mi l
li on <l dults wo rldw ide are illite 1· aie, and there are 
fea rs thatthe number may soon reach a b ill io n peo
ple. 1\lit eracy af'fects men and wo mcn in bo th ind i
vidual and socia l life, hind ers Ihe develo pment of 
both th e ~ perso n a nd ""'soc iety, and represe nts a 
denial ofthe ri ght to educa rion (~ Righ is, Human 
and Civi l). 

I. Agent s 
in thc 19th ce ntury, workers' unia ns and politi cal 
groups bega n to teach wo rkers to read and writ e 
with a view lo enablin g th emto exe t·cisc th eir pol iti 
ca l right s and the reby to ch ~ n ge 1he co ndiii o ns of 
their life and wo rk. in th e 20 ih ce niur y, nari ons an cl 
ini cr nation:d orga ni za ii ons, espec ia ll y those of th e 
""' United Na tion s, spo nso red program s of mass lit 
eracy. Gro ups co nn ected with churches, trade 
uni o ns, and soc ialmovcments have also become in 
crcasin gl)' imp rtant in these efforts. 1\hl n)' coun 
tr ies of' th e ~ T hi rd Wo rld havc orga ni zecl c~m 

poigns aga in st illiteracy, albei t with va rving res ults. 
One of 1he mos t imporra nt non governm enta l 
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